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FIG. 3
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FIG. 4
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FIG. 6A
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FIG. 7A
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PIEZOELECTRIC ELEMENT, LIQUID
EJECTING HEAD, AND LIQUID EJECTING
APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a Continuation of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/046,517 filed on Mar. 11, 2011, which
claims priority to Japanese Patent Application No. 2010-
056807 filed Mar. 12, 2010, and Japanese Patent Application
No. 2010-114761 filed May 18, 2010 the contents of which
are hereby incorporated by reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present invention relates to a liquid ejecting head and
a liquid ejecting apparatus, and to a piezoelectric element.

2. Related Art

Ink jet recording heads are a typical type of liquid ejecting
head. An ink jet recording head includes a vibration plate
defining a part of a pressure generating chamber communi-
cating with a nozzle aperture through which ink droplets are
ejected. In the ink jet recording head, a piezoelectric element
vibrates to deform the vibration plate so as to apply a pressure
to the ink in the pressure generating chamber, thereby ejecting
ink droplets through the nozzle aperture. Some of the piezo-
electric elements used in ink jet recording heads comprises a
piezoelectric layer and two electrodes. The piezoelectric
layer is made of a piezoelectric material with electromechani-
cal conversion. Two electrodes are on two sides of the piezo-
electric layer. This type of piezoelectric element is used as a
deflection vibration mode actuator device of a liquid ejecting
head.

JP-A-2001-223404 discloses a liquid ejecting head using
lead zirconate titanate (PZT) having a high displacement
property as the piezoelectric ceramic. However, liquid eject-
ing heads using piezoelectric ceramics in which the content of
lead, which is a toxic substance, is reduced are desired from
the viewpoint of environmental protection. It is known that
(K,Na)NbO, materials, called as KNN are important lead-
free piezoelectric ceramics having a ABO; perovskite struc-
ture and containing potassium, sodium and niobium, as its
main composition (for example, JPA-2008-50206).

However, KNN materials exhibit a relatively high dielec-
tric loss (tan 0) and insufficient durability. This problem exists
not only in liquid ejecting heads represented by an ink jet
recording head, but also in piezoelectric elements used in
other apparatuses.

SUMMARY

The object of the present invention is to provide a liquid
ejecting head using a lead free (or less) piezoelectric element
with high durability, a liquid ejecting apparatus using the
liquid ejecting head, and piezoelectric element.

According to an embodiment of the invention, a liquid
ejecting head is provided which includes a pressure generat-
ing chamber communicating with a nozzle aperture through
which liquid droplets are ejected, and a piezoelectric element
including a piezoelectric layer and electrodes that apply a
voltage to the piezoelectric layer. The piezoelectric layer is
made of a solid solution containing a perovskite ceramics
containing sodium, potassium, lithium, niobium and tanta-
lum and bismuth manganate.
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In this embodiment, the liquid ejecting head contains a
piezoelectric element with a low dielectric loss (tan d), high
durability and low environmental load. In addition, the piezo-
electric element has a superior water resistance.

Preferably, the piezoelectric composition contains 0.25 to
1 mol % of bismuth manganate relative to the perovskite
ceramics. If suitable a liquid ejecting head comprising a
piezoelectric element with higher durability.

Preferably, the piezoelectric layer further contains calcium
zirconate. The piezoelectric element comprising a piezoelec-
tric layer with such a composition can be superior in durabil-
ity and have a high dielectric constant and high thermal sta-
bility.

Preferably, the piezoelectric layer contains 1 to 4 mol % of
calcium zirconate relative to the perovskite ceramics. The
piezoelectric element comprising a piezoelectric layer con-
taining such a composition shows a superior durability and
has a high dielectric constant and high thermal stability.

In another embodiment, a liquid ejecting apparatus com-
prising the above liquid ejecting head is provided. The liquid
ejecting apparatus can be superior in durability and has low
environmental load. In addition, the liquid ejecting apparatus
has a piezoelectric element superior in water resistance.

According to a preferred embodiment of the invention, a
piezoelectric element is provided which comprises a piezo-
electric layer made of a perovskite ceramics containing
sodium, potassium, lithium, niobium and tantalum and bis-
muth manganate, and electrodes that apply a voltage to the
piezoelectric layer. The piezoelectric element is superior in
durability and have low environmental load. In addition, the
piezoelectric element has an excellent water resistance.

Preferably, the piezoelectric layer further contains calcium
zirconate. The piezoelectric element shows a superior dura-
bility and has a high dielectric constant and high thermal
stability.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The figures enclosed in the invention will be described as
follows.

FIG. 1 shows an exploded perspective view of a recording
head according to a first embodiment.

FIG. 2 shows a sectional view of the recording head
according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 3 shows a flow diagram of a method for manufactur-
ing a piezoelectric element according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 4 shows X-ray diffraction patterns of Samples 3 and 7.

FIG. 5 shows time dependant piezoelectric constant d;; of
Sample 15.

FIGS. 6A and 6B show scanning electron micrographs of
Sample 3.

FIGS. 7A and 7B show scanning electron micrographs of
Sample 7.

FIG. 8 shows a scanning electron micrograph of Sample
15.

FIG. 9 shows a perspective view of a liquid ejecting appa-
ratus according to another embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 shown an exploded perspective view of an ink jet
recording head, which is an example of liquid ejecting head
relating to a firstembodiment. FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the
ink jet recording head.
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As shown in these figures, the ink jet recording head 10
comprising an actuator unit 20, a flow channel unit 30 to
which the actuator unit 20 is secured, and a wiring substrate
50 connected to the actuator unit 20.

The actuator unit 20 is an actuator device comprising a
piezoelectric element 40. The actuator unit 20 includes a flow
channel substrate 22 on which pressure generating chambers
21 are formed, a vibration plate 23 disposed on one surface of
the flow channel substrate 22, and a pressure generating
chamber bottom plate 24 disposed on the other surface of the
flow channel substrate 22.

The flow channel substrate 22 is made of, for example, a
ceramic plate in a thickness about 150 um, such as an alumina
(AL, 0,) plate or a zirconia (ZrO,) plate. In the present
embodiment, a plurality of pressure generating chambers 21
are formed in the flow channel substrate 22 so as to be
arranged in parallel in two rows in the width direction thereof.
The vibration plate 23 is made of, for example, a 10 pm thick
zirconia thin plate, and is secured to a surface of the flow
channel substrate 22 so as to seal one side of each of the
pressure generating chambers 21.

The pressure generating chamber bottom plate 24 is
secured to the other side of the flow channel substrate 22 to
seal the other side of each of the pressure generating cham-
bers 21, and has supply communication holes 25 and nozzle
communication holes 26. The supply communication holes
25 are each formed near one end in the longitudinal direction
of a corresponding pressure generating chamber 21 to con-
nect the pressure generating chamber 21 and reservoir (de-
scribed later). The nozzle communication holes 26 are
formed near the other ends of the pressure generating cham-
bers 21 to communicate with nozzle apertures 34 (described
later).

Piezoelectric elements 40 are disposed in regions on the
vibration plate 23 that oppose the respective pressure gener-
ating chambers 21. In the present embodiment, since the
pressure generating chambers 21 are arranged in two rows,
the piezoelectric elements 40 are also arranged in two rows.

Each piezoelectric element 40 includes a first electrode
(electrode layer) 43 formed on the vibration plate 23, a piezo-
electric layer (piezoelectric ceramic layer) 44 formed sepa-
rately for each pressure generating chamber 21, and a second
electrode (electrode layer) 45 formed for each piezoelectric
layer 44. In the present embodiment, the piezoelectric layer
44 is formed of a piezoelectric material to a relatively large
thickness (for example, 10 to 1000 um). For example, the
piezoelectric layer 44 may be a bulk layer formed by a solid
process, for example, by compacting a physically mixed or
pulverized metal oxide or metal carbonate powder and firing
the compact. The first electrode 43 is formed over the piezo-
electric layers 44 to act as a common electrode of the piezo-
electric elements 40, and functions as a part of the vibration
plate. Alternatively, a plurality of first electrodes 43 may be
provided for the respective piezoelectric layers 44.

The flow channel substrate 22, the vibration plate 23 and
the pressure generating chamber bottom plate 24, which con-
stitute the actuator unit 20, are formed of green sheets of
ceramic clay having predetermined thicknesses. The green
sheets of the individual layers of the actuator unit 20 are
stacked after the pressure generating chambers 21 have been
formed therein, and the stack of the green sheets is then fired
to be integrated without using an adhesive. Subsequently, the
piezoelectric elements 40 are formed on the vibration plate
23.

In the present embodiment, the piezoelectric layer 44 dis-
posed on the first electrode 43 is made of a perovskite com-
pound containing sodium (Na), potassium (K), lithium (L),
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niobium (Nb) and tantalum (Ta) and bismuth manganate,
such as BiMnOj;. Perovskite compound refers to a compound
having a ABO, perovskite structure. The A site in the perovs-
kite structure, has 12 oxygen ligands, and the B site has 6
oxygen ligands to form an octahedron. Na, K and Li, and
optionally Ca, exist in the A site, and Nb and Ta, and option-
ally Zr, exist in the B site. The piezoelectric layer 44 contains
a small amount of bismuth manganate. The Bi of the bismuth
manganate is considered to exist in the A site, and the Mn of
the bismuth manganate may be present in the B site of the
perovskite ceramics. That is to say, Na, K, [.i and Bi and Ca
occupies A site, Nb, Ta and Mn, and Zr occupies B site of the
perovskite structure.

By using such a KNN piezoelectric ceramic with perovs-
kite structure containing Na, K, Li, Nb and Ta and bismuth
manganate for the piezoelectric layer 44, the dielectric loss
(tan d) is low (for example, 2.0% or less), as will be described
later, and the resulting piezoelectric element 40 including the
piezoelectric layer 44 exhibits high durability. The piezoelec-
tric element 40 can also be superior in water resistance. Fur-
thermore, since the lead and antimony contents are not used
and the piezoelectric layer can be substantially lead-free and
antimony-free, thus environmental pollution can be reduced
effectively.

Preferably, the piezoelectric layer 44 further contains cal-
cium zirconate, such as CaZrO;. The dielectric constant and
the thermal stability of piezoelectric layer 44 can be enhanced
with further addition of calcium zirconate is enhanced.

The mole fractions of the elements in the perovskite com-
pound containing Na, K, Li, Nb and Ta are not particularly
limited. For example, the mole fractions of K and Na can be
42 to 48 mol % and 47.5 to 52 mol %, respectively, relative to
the sum of the moles 0of Na, K and Li, and the mole fraction of
Nb can be 80 to 85 mol % relative to the sum of the moles of
Nb and Ta.

Also, additional amount of bismuth manganate and cal-
cium zirconate are not particularly limited. Bismuth manga-
nate and calcium zirconate can be added in a small amount to
the perovskite compound containing Na, K, Li, Nb and Ta.
For example, 0.25 to 1 mol % of bismuth manganate are
preferable to the perovskite compound. Also, 1 to 4 mol % of
calcium zirconate can be added to the perovskite ceramics.
The piezoelectric material with such a composition can be
expressed by formula (1). If CaZrO; is not added, n in the
following formula (1) is zero.

(K,-Na,,Li; ., )(Nb,,Ta, )O;-m[BiMnO;]-

n[CaZrO;] (1
(0.420=x<0.480, 0.475=y=0.520, 0.80=z=<0.85, 0.0025=m=
0.01, 0.01=n=<0.04)

The manufacturing method of the piezoelectric element 40
is not particularly limited. For example, to form the piezo-
electric layer 44 of the piezoelectric element 40, oxides or
carbonates of sodium, potassium, lithium, niobium and tan-
talum are mixed together and calcined to prepare a complex
oxide containing sodium, potassium, lithium, niobium and
tantalum. Oxides or carbonate of manganese and bismuth are
added into the compound and sintered into KNN ceramics.
An exemplary manufacturing method of the piezoelectric
element 40 will now be described with reference to FIG. 3.
FIG. 3 is a flow chart of a manufacturing method of the
piezoelectric element.

As shown in FIG. 3, for example, Na,CO,;, K,CO,,
Li,CO;, Nb,O5 and Ta,O5 powders are used as the starting
materials of the piezoelectric layer 44. After being dried, the
powder are weighed according to the stoichiometoric ratio so
that the metal elements can have predetermined proportions,
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and are mixed and pulverized with, for example, pure water or
ethanol in a ball mill to get a mixture. The mixture is synthe-
sized (calcined) at a temperature from 700to 1000° C. to yield
a KNN perovskite compound containing K, Na, Li, Nb and
Ta.

Subsequently, Bi,O; powder and MnO, powder, and
optionally CaZrO; powder, are added to the compound pow-
der. Then they are mixed in a ball mill dried. After a prede-
termined amount of binder is added, the mixture is granulated
and pressed into a compact in a die under a predetermined
pressure (for example, 1000 to 2000 kg/cm?). After being
degreased at temperature from 600 to 700° C., the compact is
sintered at about 1000 to 1250° C. to become a piezoelectric
plate having a composition expressed in formula (1).

Then, the piezoelectric plate is polished, and the first elec-
trode 43 and the second electrode 45 are formed on the two
surfaces of the piezoelectric plate. After being subjected to
poling and various measurements, and, finally, piezoelectric
elements 40 are obtained. The piezoelectric elements 40 are
placed onthe flow channel substrate 22 to complete the ink jet
recording head of the present embodiment. By preparing the
piezoelectric elements 40 using the method described above,
an environment friendly, durable ink jet recording head can be
achieved.

In the present embodiment, Bi,O;, MnO, and CaZrO,
powders are added to a perovskite compound prepared from
Na,CO;, K,CO;, Li,CO;, Nb,Os, and Ta,O5 powders. That
is, B1,05, MnO, and CaZrO, powders are added in the course
of the preparation of the piezoelectric material. Conse-
quently, the resulting piezoelectric layer 44 can be dense and
exhibit superior piezoelectric characteristics. In general, it is
not easy to prepare a dense KNN ceramic as grain of KNN
materials such as (K,,Na,,Li, . )(Nb_Ta, )O, grow greatly
during sintering, and accordingly, air on the grain boundaries
enters the crystal grains so that the final KNN piezoelectric
ceramic show a relatively low density. However, in the
present embodiment, is well improved with help of simulta-
neous addition of Bi203 and MnO2 in the course of process.
As aresult, adense piezoelectric layer 44 with superior piezo-
electric characteristics is obtained.

The flow channel unit 30 includes an ink-delivering hole
substrate 31 bonded to the pressure generating chamber bot-
tom plate 24 of the actuator unit 20, a reservoir substrate 33 in
which reservoirs 32 are formed as common ink chambers of
the pressure generating chambers 21, and a nozzle plate 35 in
which nozzle apertures 34 are formed.

The ink-delivering hole substrate 31 is made of, for
example, a 150 um thick zirconia thin plate, and has nozzle
communication holes 36 connecting the nozzle apertures 34
and the corresponding pressure generating chambers 21, ink-
delivering holes 37 each connecting the corresponding reser-
voir 32 and pressure generating chamber 21 together with the
corresponding supply communication hole 25, and ink-intro-
ducing holes 38 communicating with the respective reser-
voirs 32 to deliver ink from an external ink tank.

The reservoir substrate 33 is made of a corrosion-resistant
plate suitable for forming ink flow channels therein, such as a
150 um stainless steel plate, and has reservoirs 32 that receive
ink from an external ink tank (not shown) and deliver the ink
to the pressure generating chambers 21, and nozzle commu-
nication holes 39 connecting the pressure generating cham-
bers 21 and the nozzle apertures 34.

The nozzle plate 35 is made of, for example, a stainless
steel thin plate, and in which nozzle apertures 34 are formed
in the same manner at the same pitch as the pressure gener-
ating chambers 21. In the present embodiment, since the
pressure generating chambers 21 are arranged in two rows,
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the nozzle apertures 34 are formed in two rows in the nozzle
plate 35 of the flow channel unit 30. The nozzle plate 35 is
bonded to the surface of the reservoir substrate 33 opposite to
the flow channel substrate 22 to seal one side of each of the
reservoirs 32.

The flow channel unit 30 is formed by bonding the ink-
delivering hole substrate 31, the reservoir substrate 33 and the
nozzle plate 35 together with an adhesive, a heat sealing film
or the like. Although, in the present embodiment, the reser-
voir substrate 33 and the nozzle plate 35 are made of stainless
steel, they may be formed of, for example, ceramic, and the
flow channel unit 30 may be integrally formed in one body,
like the actuator unit 20.

The flow channel unit 30 and the actuator unit 20 are
bonded together with an adhesive, a heat sealing film or the
like.

As shown in FIG. 2, terminal portions 46 electrically con-
nected to the respective piezoelectric elements 40 are each
provided at one end in the longitudinal direction of the cor-
responding piezoelectric element 40, in the region opposing
peripheral walls of the pressure generating chambers 21. Ter-
minal portions include the terminal portions 46 provided for
the respective piezoelectric elements 40, and another terminal
portion (not shown). The terminal portions 46 are electrically
connected to the second electrodes 45 of the piezoelectric
elements 40, and the other terminal portion is electrically
connected to the first electrode 43 led out both sides in the
direction in which the piezoelectric elements are arranged in
parallel with each other. This terminal portion and the termi-
nal portions 46 are arranged in parallel with each other in the
direction of the parallel arrangement of the piezoelectric ele-
ments 40. In the present embodiment, the terminal portions
46 are arranged in parallel in two rows between the two rows
of the piezoelectric elements 40.

The height of the terminal portion 46 from the surface of
the flow channel substrate 22 (or the vibration plate 23) is
larger than the height of the piezoelectric element 40 from the
surface of the flow channel substrate 22 (or the vibration plate
23). In other words, the level of the upper end of the terminal
portion 46 is higher than the level of the upper end of the
piezoelectric element 40. This prevents the displacement of
the piezoelectric element 40 from being reduced by contact of
the wiring substrate 50 with the piezoelectric element 40 that
may occur when terminal portion 46 is connected to the
wiring layer 51 of the wiring substrate 50. In the present
embodiment, the terminal portion 46 has a height of about 20
um from the surface of the flow channel substrate 22 (vibra-
tion plate 23).

The terminal portions 46 may be formed by screen printing
using an electrically conductive metal, such as silver (Ag).

The terminal portions electrically connected to the second
electrodes 45 and the first electrode 43 of the piezoelectric
elements 40 are electrically connected to a wiring layer 51
formed on the wiring substrate 50. A driving signal is trans-
mitted to each piezoelectric element 40 from a driving circuit
(not shown) through the wiring substrate 50. The driving
circuit may be mounted on the wiring substrate 50 or another.

The wiring substrate 50 may be, for example, a flexible
printed circuit (FPC) or tape carrier package (TCP) provided
over the piezoelectric elements 40 arranged in two rows.
More specifically, the wiring substrate 50 includes a base film
52 of polyimide or the like and a wiring layer 51 having a
predetermined pattern on the base film 52. The wiring layer
51 is formed by plating the surface of the base film 52 with a
copper foil or the like used as a base, and the entire region of
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the wiring layer 51 except the ends connected to the terminal
portions 46 is covered with an insulating material 53 such as
resist.

The wiring substrate 50 has a through hole 54 correspond-
ing to the region between the rows of the piezoelectric ele-
ments 40, and the wiring layer 51 is connected to the termi-
nals 46 at portions close to the through hole 54. The through
hole 54 of the wiring substrate 50 is formed after continuously
forming the wiring layer 51 connected to the piezoelectric
elements 40 in one row and the wiring layer 51 connected to
the piezoelectric elements 40 in the other row on a surface of
the base film 52, in such a manner that the wiring layers 51 are
separated by the through hole 54.

The wiring layers 51 of the wiring substrate 50 are electri-
cally and mechanically joined to the terminal portions elec-
trically connected to the piezoelectric elements 40 with an
anisotropic conducting layer 55 therebetween.

In the ink jet recording head 10 having the above structure,
ink is taken into the reservoir 32 from an ink cartridge through
the ink introducing hole 38 to fill the liquid flow channels
from the reservoir 32 to the nozzle apertures 34, and then a
recording signal is transmitted from a driving circuit (not
shown) to the piezoelectric elements 40 through the wiring
substrate 50. Thus, a voltage is applied to the piezoelectric
elements 40 corresponding to the pressure generating cham-
bers 21 and to make it vibrate so as to deform the vibration
plate 23. Consequently, the internal pressures in the pressure
generating chambers 21 are increased to eject ink droplets
from the nozzle apertures 34.

The durability of the piezoelectric layer 44 formed using
the method described above will now be described with ref-
erence to the following Experimental Examples.

Sample 1

After being dried at 120° C., commercial powders of
Na,CO,, K,COj;, Li,CO, and Nb,O, were used as row mate-
rials. These powders were weighed according to the stoichio-
metric ratio shown in table 1, and pulverized with ethanol or
the like in a ball mill. Then the mixture was dried and calcined
at800° C. to yield a complex oxide powder containing K, Na,
Li and Nb.

Subsequently, (K, Na, Li)NbO; powder was granulated
with addition of 7 wt % polyvinyl alcohol (PVA) aqueous
solution. The granulated powder was pressed into plate at
using a die under a pressure of 1500 kg/cm?® and sintered at
1060° C. for 2 hours in oxygen atmosphere.

The sintered ceramic plate were polished to a given thick-
ness. A silver paste was applied onto the polished surfaces by
means of screen printing and was then fired at 700° C. for 20
minutes. Thus a pair of electrodes (the first electrode 43 and
second electrode 45) was formed on both sides of the piezo-
electric layer for poling and measurements.

Poling was done at 130-160° C. in silicon oil under an
electric field of 3 to 5 kV/mm for 5 to 15 minutes. Finally a
piezoelectric element of Sample 1 was obtained.

Samples 2 and 3

Samples 2 and 3 with composition shown in Table 1 were
prepared using the same method as Sample 1. In the case of
samples 2 and 3, Ta,O5 was further added as B-site dopant
based on the composition of sample 1 and the sintering was
performed at 1120° C. for 2 hours.

Samples 4 to 10

After being dried at 120° C., Na,CO;, K,CO;, Li,CO;,
Nb,O; and Ta,O5 powders were weighed out and mixed
together and pulverized with ethanol or the like in a ball mill
to get a material mixture. The mixture was dried and subse-
quently calcined at 850° C. to yield a perovskite compound
containing K, Na, Li, Nb and Ta.
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Subsequently, Bi,O; and MnO, powder were added into
the compound and mixed in a ball mill. After the mixed
powder was dried, 7 wt % polyvinyl alcohol (PVA) aqueous
solution was added into the mixed powder and the powder
was granulated. The granulated powder was pressed com-
pacted by die pressing at a pressure of 1500 kg/cm?® in the
same method as Sample 1. The resulting compact was sin-
tered at 1160° C. for 2 hours. Piezoelectric layers of Samples
4 to 10 were thus formed.

The surfaces of the resulting piezoelectric layer were pol-
ished. A silver paste was applied onto the polished surfaces by
means of screen printing and was then fired at 700° C. for 20
minutes. Thus a pair of electrode (the first electrode 43 and
second electrode 45) was formed at both sides of the piezo-
electric layer to become a piezoelectric element.

Then, a poling was executed. An electric field of 3 to 4
kV/mm was applied to the piezoelectric elements in silicone
oil at temperature of from 130° C. to 150° C. for 5 to 15
minutes. After measurements, piezoelectric elements of
Samples 4 to 10 were obtained.

Samples 11 to 16

Samples 11 to 16 with the compositions shown in Table 1
were formed in the same method as Samples 4 to 10, except
that CaZrO; was added in addition to the Bi,O; and MnO,,
and except that the sintering was performed at 1130° C. for 2
hours for Samples 11 and 14, at 1160° C. for 2 hours for
Samples 12 and 13, and at 1150° C. for 2 hours for Samples
15 and 16.

Samples 17 and 18

To prepare piezoelectric elements of Samples 17 and 18, at
first piezoelectric layers with compositions shown in Table 1
were formed in the same method as Samples 4 to 10, except
for addition of Sb,Os. In formula (2), the mole ratio of (K.,
Na,Li, . JNb_Sb,Ta, ,)O;to BiMnO; is 1:m.

(K,Nay,Li; ., )(Nb,,Sb,, Ta, ., )O5-m[BiMnOs] &)

EXPERIMENTAL EXAMPLE 1

Samples 1 to 18 prepared as above were subjected to mea-
surements of the piezoelectric constant d; (displacement
property) in the polarization direction, the dielectric loss (tan
d), the dielectric constant Z, and the density. The results are
shown in Table 1. The piezoelectric constant d;; was mea-
sured by using a piezo d;; meter manufactured by UK
PIEZOTEST, the dielectric loss tan 0 was measured with
HP4294 A manufactured by Hewlett-Packard, and the density
was measured by ARCHIMIDES method at 25° C. The
dielectric constant 2 was measured at 25° C.using HP4294 A
manufactured by Hewlett-Packard. For Samples 1 to 10, the
piezoelectric constant was measured before and after the
samples were immersed in water for 3 days, and the reduction
of the piezoelectric constant d;; was calculated. The results
are shown in Table 2.

The results show that Samples 4 to 16, which were
examples of the invention prepared by adding bismuth man-
ganate and calcium zirconate to a perovskite compound con-
taining K, Na, Li, Nb and Ta, exhibited a low dielectric loss
tan d and high durability. In addition, they were highly insu-
lative and could be easily subjected to poling. On the other
hand, Samples 2 and 3 not containing bismuth manganate and
Sample 1 being a perovskite ceramics containing K, Na, [.i
and Nb exhibited a larger dielectric loss tan § and lower
durability than Samples 4 to 16. The dielectric loss tan d of
each sample was measured for several times after each opera-
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tion performed in the same manner. Samples 4 to 16 exhibited TABLE 2-continued
smaller variations in measured value and higher repeatabili-
ties than Samples 1 to 3. X y z m n water resistance
. Samples 4to7 and 9 to l§, which are examples of the Sample 7 0475 0475 080 00050 0 No change
invention prepared by adding bismuth manganate and further 5 Sample 8 0475 0475 080 00100 0 No change
calcium zirconate a tocalcined perovskite compound contain- Sample 9 0.480 0.480 0.80  0.0025 0 No change
ing K, Na, Li, Nb and Ta, exhibited piezoelectric constants d, ; Sample 10 0470 0470 080 00025 0 No change
over 180 pC/N, which is higher than those of Samples 1 to 3
without bismuth manganate or calcium zirconate. Sample 8
(m=0.01), which contained a relatively large amount of bis- 10 EXPERIMENTAL EXAMPLE 2
muth manganate, exhibited a similar piezoelectric constant
d;; to Samples 1 to 3. For Samples 11 to 16, the piezoelectric constants d;; were
The results show that Samples 4 to 16, which were measured after heating at 25° C., 50° C., 100° C., 150° C.,
examples of the invention prepared by adding bismuth man- 200° C., 250° C.,300° C.,350° C., 400° C. and 450° C. for 5
ganate and calcium zirconate to a perovskite compound con- 15 minutes each. FIG. 5 shows the results of Sample 15. It was
taining K, Na, Li, Nb and Ta, exhibited low dielectric losses shown that the piezoelectric constants d,; of Samples 11 to 16
tan 8 and high durability. were not almost varied even by heating at 200° C., and thus
Samples 4 to 10, which were prepared by adding bismuth Samples 11 to 16 have superior thermal stability.
manganate to a perovskite compound containing K, Na, Li,
Nb and Ta, exhibited high dielectric constants. Samples 11to 20 EXPERIMENTAL EXAMPLE 3
16, which were prepared by further adding calcium zirconate,
exhibited remarkably higher dielectric constants, even in Surfaces and cross sections of Samples 1 to 18 were
comparison with Samples 4 to 10. observed through a scanning electron microscope (SEM)
The results of Samples 17 and 18 show that the piezoelec- with a magnification of 5000 times. Exemplary results are
tric constant d;; of embodiments of the invention for the 25 shown in FIG. 6A (Surface of Sample 3), FIG. 6B (cross
perovskite compound containing Na, K, Li, Nb and Ta and sections of Sample 3), FIG. 7A (surface of Sample 7), FIG.
bismuth manganate is considerably reduced by adding anti- 7B (cross sections of Sample 7) and FIG. 8 (Sample 15). As
mony. shown in FIGS. 6A to 8, Sample 7 with addition of BiMnO,
The powder X-ray diffraction patterns of Samples 1 to 18 had smaller grain size and reduced pores and was denser than
were obtained with D8 Discover manufactured by Bruker 30 Sample 3 without BiMnO,.
AXS using CuKa rays at room temperature. FIG. 4 shows Other Embodiments
X-ray diffraction patterns of Samples 3 and 7 showing the Although an exemplary embodiment of the invention has
correlation between the diffraction intensity and diffraction been described, the invention is not limited to the disclosed
angle 20. It can be seen that all Samples 1 to 18 had ABO, embodiment. For example, although in the first embodiment,
structures, and they did not show peaks derived from other 35 abulk layer is formed as the piezoelectric layer 44 by a solid
heterogeneous phases. process, a thin piezoelectric layer having a thickness of about
TABLE 1
Density tand  Dielectric dis
X y z m n (g/lem® (%) comstant €, (pC/N)
Sample I 0475 0.475 1 0 0 419 64 342 157
Sample 2 0475 0475 085 0 0 4.68 41 843 158
Sample 3 0475 0475 080 0 0 480 54 1070 170
Sample 4 0475 0475 085 0.0025 0 479 13 812 183
Sample 5 0475 0475 0.85 0.0050 0 481 18 859 200
Sample 6 0475 0475 0.80 0.0025 0 494 27 849 222
Sample 7 0475 0475 0.80 0.0050 0 49 15 820 240
Sample 8 0475 0475 0.80 0.0100 0 467 2.1 939 158
Sample 9 0480 0.480 0.80 0.0025 0 488 14 876 214
Sample 10 0470 0.470 0.80 0.0025 0 48 17 912 201
Sample 11 0475 0475 0.80 0.0050 001 494 1.1 1299 257
Sample 12 0475 0475 0.80 0.0050 0.02 494 13 1391 254
Sample 13 0475 0.475 080 0.0050 004 5.0 1.7 1579 200
Sample 14 0420 0520 0.84 0.0050 001 475 1.1 1321 255
Sample 15 0420 0520 0.84 0.0050 0.02 478 1.5 1343 274
Sample 16 0420 0.520 0.84 0.0050 0.03 478 1.6 1387 273
Sample 17 0475 0475 092 0.0025 0 457 13 1115 46
Sample 18 0475 0.475 092 0.0050 0 465 15 1136 69
TABLE 2 0.3 to 1.5 pm may be formed by a chemical solution method
. 6 that is performed by applying a piezoelectric precursor liquid
X Y z m 0 water resistance to form a piezoelectric precursor film by a sol/gel method,
Sample 1 0475 0475 1 0 0 ito Y4 reduced MOD or the like and heating the precursor film to crystallize
Sample 2 0475 0475 085 0 0 Yito Vareduced it,or a gas phase method, such as sputtering.
Sample 3 0475 0475 0.80 0 0  Yito Y4 reduced . . . .
Sample 4 0475 0475 085 00025 0 No change Although, in the above embodiment, a ceramic plate is
Sample 5 0.475 0475 085 00050 0 No change 65 used as the flow channel substrate 22, the flow channel sub-
Sample 6 0475 0475 080 00025 0 No change strate 10 may be made of, for example, monocrystalline sili-

con, SOI or glass, without particular limitation.
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Although the piezoelectric element of the above embodi-
ment includes the first electrode, the piezoelectric layer and
the second electrode that are formed in that order on a sub-
strate, the structure of the piezoelectric element is not limited
to this structure. For example, the invention can be applied to
a vertical vibration piezoelectric element including layers of
a piezoelectric material and an electrode material alternately
formed so as to expand and contract in the axis direction.

The ink jet recording head according to the embodiments
of the invention can be installed in an ink jet recording appa-
ratus to serve as a part of a recording head unit including a
flow channel communicating with an ink cartridge or the like.
FIG. 9 is a schematic perspective view of an ink jet recording
apparatus including the ink jet recording head.

The ink jet recording apparatus II shown in FIG. 9 com-
prises recording head units 1A and 1B each including the ink
jetrecording head 10, and cartridges 2A and 2B for supplying
ink are removably mounted in the respective recoding head
units 1A and 1B. The recording head units 1A and 1B are
loaded on a carriage 3 secured for movement along a carriage
shaft 5 of an apparatus body 4. The recording head units 1A
and 1B eject, for example, a black ink composition and a color
ink composition, respectively.

The carriage 3 on which the recording head units 1A and
1B are mounted is moved along the carriage shaft 5 by trans-
mitting the driving force from a driving motor 6 to the car-
riage 3 through a plurality of gears (not shown) and a timing
belt 7. In the apparatus body 4, a platen 8 is disposed along the
carriage shaft 5 so that a recording sheet S or print medium,
such as paper, fed from a paper feed roller or the like (not
shown) is transported over the platen 8.

Although the above embodiment has described an ink jet
recording head as the liquid ejecting head, the invention is
intended for any type of liquid ejecting head, and may be
applied to other liquid ejecting heads ejecting liquid other
than ink. Other liquid ejecting heads include various types of
recording head used in image recording apparatuses such as
printers, color material ejecting heads used for manufacturing
color filters of liquid crystal displays or the like, electrode
material ejecting heads used for forming electrodes of organic
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EL displays or field emission displays (FEDs), and bioor-
ganic material ejecting heads used for manufacturing bio-
chips.

The invention can be applied to ultrasonic devices such as
ultrasonic oscillators, pressure sensors, ultrasonic motors and
other devices. It is not limited to the piezoelectric element
used in liquid ejecting heads represented by an ink jet record-
ing head.

What is claimed is:

1. A piezoelectric element comprising:

a piezoelectric layer made of a perovskite compound con-
taining sodium, potassium, lithium, niobium, tantalum,
and bismuth manganate; and

electrodes for applying a voltage to the piezoelectric layer,

wherein the piezoelectric layer contains 0.25 to 1 mol % of
bismuth manganate relative to the perovskite com-
pound.

2. A liquid ejecting head comprising the piezoelectric ele-

ment as set forth in claim 1.

3. A liquid ejecting apparatus comprising the liquid eject-
ing head as set forth in claim 2.

4. A sensor comprising the piezoelectric element as set
forth in claim 1.

5. A motor comprising the piezoelectric element as set
forth in claim 1.

6. A piezoelectric element comprising:

a piezoelectric layer comprising:

((KoNay, Ly ) (Nb,, Ta;_;)O3)-(m[BiMnO;]); and

electrodes for applying a voltage to the piezoelectric layer,
wherein 0.420 is less than or equal to x which is less than or
equal to 0.480, 0.475 is less than or equal to y which is
less than or equal to 0.520, 0.80 is less than or equal to z
which is less than or equal to 0.85, 0.0025 is less than or
equal to m which is less than or equal to 0.01.
7. A sensor comprising the piezoelectric element as set
forth in claim 6.
8. A motor comprising the piezoelectric element as set
forth in claim 6.



